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in the world. Unfortunately this widespread interest in
science is sometimes abused, and the worst abuse is the
practice of entrepreneurs in science of exaggerating the
accomplishments of Russian scientists, as a means of
inflating national pride. This practice has recently taken
the form of surprising claims that many important dis-
coveries originated in Russia. It may surprise the English
reader to hear that the world is in debt to Russia for the
invention of the radio, the aeroplane, the steam engine, the
steam turbine, the electric arc, electric lighting, jet propul-
sion, rocket propulsion, the helicopter, and penicillin; that
Lomonosov demolished the phlogiston theory before
Lavoisier, and that Timiryazev was the .first to explain the
process of photosynthesis in green leaves.1 Yet if Soviet
scientific journalism is to be believed, all these claims are
established beyond any doubt. Let us examine a couple of
them,

1 In October 1942, Professor Z. V. Ermolyeva began
working on the extraction of penicillin from moulds. She
isolated a concentrate which was named Soviet penicillin.
As far as one can judge; Soviet penicillin comes from the
same species of Penicilliurn, and has the same properties, as
penicillin in other countries; and it is probable that
Ermolyeva would be the first to confirm this judgment.
But the publicity agents took the matter out of her hands,
and her work is acclaimed as a major discovery. In March
1945 Ermolyeva was awarded a Stalin Prize and the Order
of Lenin. Her photograph appeared in the paper as * the
discoverer of the new drug penicillin \a An article
a couple of days later, entitled * A Woman who Fights
Microjbes', described the properties of Ermolyeva V
egreatest discovery . . . Soviet penicillin', and adds
* Penicillin was also discovered by Fleming '.3 In the next

1 The claims for Lomonosov and Timiryazev are mentioned in an
article on * Natural Scientific Materialism in Russia * by G. Vasetski,
51 Bolshevik, No. 15, 1944, and in sundry other places.

1 Pion. Pravda, 6.3.45.                              a Pravda, 3.3.45.